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TITLE:

PANEL 2.

Chapter 1, page 1

OTHEB. UPON THE SHELF THERE ARE OLD_FASH]ONED SWEET ]ARS CONTA]NING OLD-FASH]ONED

SWEETS: ANISEED BALLS, WINTER I4IXTURE, IY]NT ]MPERIALS, SUCARED ALIVIONDS, AC]D DROPS,

BON BONS AND SO FORTH, ALONC W]TH SOIYE EV]DENCE TO SHOW THAT THE SHOP ]5 ALSO A

TOBACCON]ST'S. PERHAPS A BOX OF C]GARS, OR PART]T]ONED TRAY OF D]FFERENT TOBACCOS.

I4AYBE WE CAN SEE A HINT OF THE TOPS OF THE JARS ON THE SHELF BELOIV TH]S ONE HERE

BUT ONLY IF THERE'S ROOIVI. OVER ON THE R]CHT OF THE h/IDE PANEL, WE CAN SEE THE

ARMS OF A TIdENTY-F]VE_YEAR-OLD SHOP_CIRL NAMED ANNIE CROOK, A STURDILY BU]LT AND

TIDILY DRESSED YOUNG W0MAN, AS SHE REACHES UP FR0[4 OFF PANEL BELOI^] T0 TAKE A FEt^i

[4ORE P]ECES OF BARLEY SUCAR FROM A ]AR ON THE TOP SHELF. ONE OF HER HANDS I4ANAGES

TO HOLD THE ]AR'S LID AND ALSO TO T]LT THE OPEN ]AR OVER TOWARDS HER. HER OTHER

HAND D]PS ]N TO RETR]EVE A COUPLE OF S]NGLE P]ECES OF DEEP ORANCE BARLEY SUGAR.

WE CANNOT SEE ANY MORE OF HER THAN HER ARMS, ENTER]NG THE PICTURE FROM BELOW. THE

REST OF THE PANEL ]S ]UST TOBACCO AND DIFFERENT SORTS OF SWEETS: ] WANT TH]S TO BE

A PANEL THAT YOU CAN ALMOST SIVIELL, ]F YOU KNOW WHAT I [4EAN. THE TITLE LETTER]NG ]S
SUPERII4POSED 0VER THE LEFT 0F THE PANEL SOI4EI^iHERE, DOWN TOWARDS THE B0TT0[4.

Chapter one. The Affect'ions of Young Mr. S.

NOh/ WE ARE BEHTND THE COUNTER OF THE SHOP, Id]TH THE SHOP_GTRL, LOOK]NG OUT OVER

IT. ON THE SHOP'S COUNTER THERE TS AN OLD-FASHIONED IdE]GHING SCALE OR BALANCE,

INTO ONE OF THE PANS OF WHICH WE SEE ANN]E CROOK DROPP]NG THE COUPLE OF P]ECES

OF BARLEY SUGAR THAT SHE'S JUST TAKEN FRO[4 THE JAR, AS IF TO MAKE UP THE I,I/E]CHT.

WE CAN STILL SEE NO [4ORE OF HER THAN HER HANDS AND CUFFS, ENTER]NG FROI\4 THE LEFT

OF THE FOREGROUND HERE. LOOK]NG OUT ACROSS THE COUNTER AND INTO THE SHADOIdY

REI4A]NDER 0F THE SHOP WE SEE Tt^iO YOUNC lvlEN STANDING, WAITINC FOR THE WOMAN T0

FIN]SH DELIVER]NG THE SWEETS THAT THEY ARE PURCHAS]NC. ONE OF THESE, DRESSED ]N A

MUSTARD COLOUR CHECK SUIT OF SOI4EWHAT QUESTIONABLE TASTE AND LOUDNESS, ]S YOUNG

WALTER SICKERT, AGED 24 YEARS OLD. THE OTHER YOUNG |\4AN IS I4UCH IVIORE SOMBERLY AND

ELECANTLY DRESSED ]N A CENTLEIVIAN'S BLACK COAT, AND ALTHOUGH HE WILL BE INTRODUCED

TO US AS SICKERT'S YOUNG BROTHER ALBERT, HE ]5 IN FACT THE YOUNG DUKE OF CLARENCE,

PR]NCE ALBERT VICTOR CHR]ST]AN EDWARD... OR PRINCE EDDY FOR SHORT. AT THE T][4E OF

THIS F]RST SCENE, ]N 1884, HE ]S ONLY TWENTY YEARS OLD. HE'S QU]TE COOD-LOOKING,

BUT THERE'S SOMETH]NC RATHER BOV]NE ABOUT H]S EXPRESS]ON. HE ISN'T TERR]BLY

BRICHT, KNOV,/S IT, AND FEELS WRETCHEDLY SELF-CONSCI0US ABOUT IT. HE'S NAIVE TO

THE POINT OF BE]NG ]NFANTILE, AND HAVING LED A RELATIVELY LOVELESS EX]STENCE IS
]NCL]NED TO FALL PASS]ONATELY ]N LOVE WITH ANYONE HE IVIEETS. COUPLED W]TH TH]S, HIS

INFANTILE NEEDS FOR GRAT]F]CATION IVIANIFEST THEI\4SELVES IN H]S SEX L]FE TO [4AKE H]M

FA]RLY PROI4]SCUOUS... ALTHOUCH THAT'S SOIVIEWHAT TOO KNOWING A TER[4 TO CONVEY THE

CH]LDISHNESS, ALMOST ]NNOCENCE, OF H]S EMOTIONAL AND SEXUAL EXPER]ENCE. HE HAS

HAD SYPH]LIS S]NCE THE AGE OF SIXTEEN, ALTHOUGH TH]S W]LL NOT MANIFEST ITS WORSE

EFFECTS UNT]L LATE ]N EDDY'S L]FE. AS HE STANDS I^IITH S]CKERT HERE HE HOLDS A TOP

HAT NERVOUSLY AND AWKh/ARDLY BENEATH H]S AR[4, AND ]S STARING ALI4OST SLACK-JAWED AT

THE OFF-PANEL WOI4AN BEHIND THE COUNTER, FAR TOO CAUCHE TO CONCEAL H]S WIDE-EYED

INTEREST, OR EVEN TO BE AWARE THAT HE IS SHOh/]NC ]T. SICKERT, ON THE OTHER HAND,
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Chapter 1, page I

STATION. S]CKERT AND ANN]E LOOK SURPR]SED.

EDDY: A-as do you...i-if I may say so.

EDDY: That is, ah...

PANEL 5.

REVERSE ANCLE NOId, SO THAT EDDY FACES SLICHTLY AWAY FRO[4 US, HEAD AND SHOULDERS ]N

THE FOREGROUND AS HE GAZES TOWARDS S]CKERT AND ANN]E ]N THE CENTRE OF THE I[4[4ED]ATE

BACKCROUND, STAND]NG TO E]THER S]DE OF THE SHOP'S COUNTER. EDDY LOOKS WRETCHEDLY

AC]TATED AND ANXIOUS AND WORRIED IN THE WAKE OF H]S OUTBURST, FEARFUL THAT ANN]E HAS

TAKEN OFFENCE, ANN]E, STANDINC BEH]ND THE COUNTER, TURNS AND GAZES AT EDDY WH]LE SHE

SPEAKS TO SICKERT. HER EYES ARE W]DE W]TH SURPR]SE, AND SHE HAS A FA]NT SMILE THAT

IS SLIGHTLY I4OCK]NG, BUT KINDLY. S]CKERT, LAYING H]S TWO PENNIES DOWN ON THE

COUNTERTOP, TURNS ALSO TO LOOK AT EDDY, GR]NNING BROADLY WITH AI4USEI4ENT AT THE YOUNC

CHAP'S OBVIOUS D]SCOI4FORT. W]TH HIS OTHER HAND HE IS P]CK]NC UP THE SMALL WHITE BAC

I
I
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u
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E
I

A

=-

;

OF BARLEY SUCAR.

ANN]E:

EDDY:

SICKERT:

SICKERT:

SICKERT:

PANEL 7.

ANNI E :

ANN]E:

ANNIE:

PANEL 6,

NOW BACK TO AN ANGLE S]I\4]LAR TO THAT EI4PLOYED ]N THE PANELS THREE AND FOUR, WITH THE

COUNTER RUNN]NC AWAY FRO[4 US, ANNIE ON ONE S]DE AND THE TWO CENTLEI4EN ON THE OTHER.

TOWARDS THE FOREGROUND, ANN]E ]S PLACINC THE I4ONEY ]N THE DRAWER OF AN OLD-FASHIONED

V]CTOR]AN T]LL. ]N THE NEAR BACKGROUND, AGA]NST THE LIGHT OF THE SHOP W]NDOW, SICKERT

HAS TAKEN A STEP ACROSS SO THAT HE'S BEHIND EDDY W]TH H]S HANDS CLASPED FATHERLY UPON

EACH OF EDDY'S SHOULDERS FRO|\4 BEHIND AS HE STEERS THE RELUCTANT AND LOVE_STRUCK YOUNG

IYAN TOWARDS THE COUNTER, IN ORDER TO PROPERLY INTRODUCE H]IY TO ANN]E. ANN]E LOOKS AT

THE FR]GHTENED AND UNCOI4FORTABLE_LOOKING EDDY W]TH AMUSEIVIENT IN HER EYES. SHE THINKS

HE'S CUTE. EDDY SHUFFLES FORWARD UNDER SICKERT'S GENTLE PRESSURE FRO[4 BEHIND, H]S TOP

HAT IN H]S HANDS.

Oh, come on, o1d chap. She's just having you on.

Annie, this... this is my younger brother, ALBERT.

Uh, A'l bert, th'i s'i s lt4iss Annie Crook.

S]MILAR SHOT NOW. ]N THE FORECROUND, ANN]E SMILES AND REACHES ONE HAND ACROSS THE

COUNTERTOP TOWARDS EDDY, AS ]F TO SHAKE HANDS. EDDY STARES DOWN STUP]DLY AT THE HAND

AS ]F NOT SURE I^,HAT TO DO WITH ]T, HIS OWN HAND RISING HESITANTLY TO [4EET ]T. IN

THE NEAR BACKGROUND, SICKERT ]S ]N THE ACT OF SETT]NC H]S DERBY ATOP HIS HEAD IN

PREPARAT]ON FOR GOINC OUTS]DE. PERHAPS HE'S CHECK]NC H]S REFLECT]ON IN A GLASS-

FRONTED CAB]NET OR SOMETHINC WH]LE HE DOES SO. IN ANY EVENT, HE IS NO LONCER LOOKINC

TOWARDS US, OR TOWARDS EDDY AND ANN]E. ANNIE ALI4OST LOOKS AS ]F SHE'S COINC TO LAUCH

AT THE AIdKI^IARDNESS OF THE HANDSON4E YOUNG EDDY AS HE GAWPS AT HER OFFERED HAND.

Why, lYr.S. You do entertain the most IMPERTINENT companions.

I. . .p'l ease, I apol ogi ze. I on.1 y meant. . .

0h, a YOUNC lt4r. S, eh? I didn't KN0W there was a young lYr. S.

V,/e'l 1...
P'leased to make your acquaintance, I'm sure.

26
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Clrapter 1. pagc 2

:''] IT ANNIE. THERE ]S A SADNESS AND VULNERAB]L]TY IN H]S WIDELY SPACED EYES THAT

IS TOUCH]NC. ]N THE BACKCROUND, S]CKERT FIN]SHES AD]UST]NC H]S DERBY AND CLANCES

OVER AT THE PA]R I'ITH A NON_CO[4[4]TTAL EXPRESSION, UNLESS YOU WANT TO LEAVE H]IVI

OUT ALTOGETHER AND JUST CONCENTRATE ON EDDY KISSING ANNIE'S HAND.

EDDY:

EDDY:

EDDY:

PANEL 2.

BACK TO A SHOT LOOKING DOWN THE COUNTER FROI\4 THE END h/]TH ANN]E oN oNE SIDE AND EDDY

ON THE OTHER. HE ]S ST]LL HOLDINC HER HAND, ALTHOUCH THE HANDS ARE LOWERED NOV,/ AND

HIS IS ABOUT TO RELEASE IT, HAV]NC STRA]GHTENED UP AFTER STOOPINC TO K]SS ]T. HE

STARES DIRECTLY ]NTO ANNIE'S EYES. SHE STARES BACK ]NTO HIS EYES AND SHE IS NO

LONGER I4OCKINC OR AMUSED. HER EYES HAVE A I,{ONDERIN6 AND ALMOST STARTLED LOOK AS SHE

STARES INTO EDDY'S EYES. SEEN4INCLY OBLIVIOUS T0 I^/HAT IS COING ON IN THE EMpTy SpACE

BETWEEN THEIR EYES, SICKERT CALLS OUT CHEER]LY FRO[4 THE NEAR BACKCROUND, CESTUR]NC

W]TH H]S THU[48 TOI^IARDS THE FRONT DOOR OF THE SHOP THAT h/E cAN SEE IN THE R]GHT oF
THE BACKGROUND BEH]ND H]M. IT HAS A CLASS PANEL SET ]NTO ]TS TOP HALF, THOUCH NOT A
TERRIBLY B]G ONE.

Albert, I hate to be a bore, but Netley,s waiting outside.
We rea11y must dash, Annie. No doubt we'll cal'l again shortly.
Come a1ong, youngster!

SA[4E SHOT. ANN]E STANDS MOT]ONLESS BEH]ND THE COUNTER, LOOK]NC TOh/ARDS THE DOOR OF

THE SHOP. THE TWO [4EN HAVE ]UST CONE OUTSIDE. EDDY, CLOSING THE DOOR BEHIND,HI[4,
LOOKS BACK ]NTO THE SHOP THROUCH THE CLASS PANE SET ]NTO THE TOP HALF OF THE DOOR,

H]S LOVESTRUCK CAZE SERIOUS AND MEANINCFUL. ANN]E, UNCONSC]OUSLY, TOUCHES ONE HAND

TO HER BREAST AS SHE CAZES AFTER H][4. THE L]TTLE BELL THAT'S RICCED TO THE SHOP DOOR

TINKLES IN THE OTHERW]SE DEAD S]LENCE FOLLOh/]NG THE GENTLE[4EN'S DEPARTURE.

F. X. Ti -ti ng

PANEL 4.

WE ARE NOW OUTS]DE THE SHOP. (FOR THE BASIC LOOK OF THE PLACE, SEE THE ENCLOSED

REFERENCE PHOTOCRAPH. I FICURE THAT THE SIGN ABOVE THE I^/INDOIV READS "MORGAN,S

TOBACCONIST & QUAL]TY CONFECT]ONER." THE SHOP HAS NEVER BEEN NAMED, TO MY KNOWLEDCE,

BUr THE PRoPRTETRESS tdAS A [4RS. [4ORGAN, SO THE S]GN OUTSTDE SEEI4S FEASTBLE.) THE

SHOP WAS AT NUMBER 22 CLEVELAND STREET, ONLY A LITTLE h/AY DOWN FRO[4 ONE OF THE
SIREET'S ENDS, CLOSER TO THE END WAS NUIV]BER 6 CLEVELAND STREET, WHERE ANN]E THE

SHOP-C]RL L]VED ]N A BASEMENT FLAT. WALTER S]CKERT'S STUD]O trliAs DIRECTLY OVER

THE ROAD FROM THE FLAT, AND THE SHOP AND THE FLAT WERE CLOSE ENOUGH TOGETHER FOR

ONE TO SEE BOTH OF THE[4 FROM THE WINDOW OF S]CKERT'S STUD]o. ] F]GURE THE HOUSES

WERE SMALLER AND THE STREETS WERE SHORTER THEN... EVERYTH]NC WAS [4ORE CRAMPED AND

ECCENTRIC LOOK]NG. ] FIGURE THAT THE COACH THAT ]S WAIT]NG FOR SICKERT AND EDDY

OUTS]DE ]S NOT ACTUALLY OUTS]DE THE SHOP SO [4UCH AS A LITTLE II/AY DOWN THE STREET,

The. . .

The honour is a'll mine, dear Lady. I ...
I hope we may become better acquainted.

SICKERT:

S]CKERT:

SICKERT:

PANEL 3.2-
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Chapter 1, page 2.

CURB, I,VITH THE HORSES OFF PANEL SOI4EI^/HERE ON THE LEFT. IN THE TOp LEFT CORNER WE CAN

SEE THE LOI^IER HALF OF THE COACHMAN AS HE SITS ATOP THE COACH, HOLDINC THE REINS IN
H]S HAND. HE WEARS A LONG AND DIRTY COAT THAT HANCS DOIVN OVER THE BOX SEAT HERE. EDDY

rs oPENrNc THE CoACH D00R AND PREPARTNG TO CLr[4B rNTO ]TS TNTERTOR. (THE OUTSTDE OF

THE COACH ]S BLACK, BY THE WAY, BUT THERE ]S NO ROYAL CREST ON THE SIDE.) AS HE DOES

SO HE PAUSES AND LOOKS W]TH ALI4OST COMICAL EARNESTNESS AT SICKERT, WHO LAUCHS AND

TURNS HIS HEAD TO SPEAK TO THE OFF-PANEL COACH DR]VER, WHOSE NAME IS ]OHN NETLEY.

She rather RESEMBLES mother, doesn't she?

0h, Eddy! What are we'to do with you?

Netley? Take us to Ciaridges. I'intend to render this young
pup incapably drunk before he gets us ALL into troub'le.

PANEL 6.

CHANCE ANCLE SO THAT IVE'RE UP IN FRONT OF THE COACHMAN, AND HE STTS FACING US HEAD

AND SHOULDERS TO THE LEFT OF THE PANEL HERE. LOOK]NC DOWN BEYOND H]M WE CAN SEE

S]CKERT LOOK]NG UP AT NETLEY AND LAUCH]NG GOOD_NATUREDLY AS HE HI[4SELF PREPARES TO

CL]MB ]NTO THE COACH AFTER PR]NCE EDDY. NETLEY DOESN'T LOOK ROUND AT S]CKERI AS HE

SPEAKS TO HI[4, BUT CONTINUES TO SURVEY THE OFF_PANEL ROAD AHEAD OF H]M W]TH WARY

AND WATCHFUL EYES THAT ALWAYS SEE[4 TO BE LOOK]NG FOR THE MAIN CHANCE IN A CRAFTY

AND CALCULATED WAY. NETLEY ]S TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OLD, AND 5'5" TALL. HE HAS A FA]R
COI4PLEXION, DARK HA]R, A SMALL DARK MOUSTACHE... HARDLY [4ORE THAN A D]RTY CROWTH

ON H]S UPPER LIP REALLY, OF NO GREAT II4PORTANCE. ]T IVIAKES HIM LOOK A B]T UNWASHED

AND SMELLY, I^/HICH OF COURSE HE ]S. HE HAS A FULL, WIDE FACE WITH A Id]DE IYOUIH AND

QUITE THICK L]PS. HE'S A WOI\4AN]ZER AND A BIT OF A ]ACK-THE_LAD, AND THERE IS SO[4E-

TH]NG CRUEL AND STUP]D ABOUT THE GRIN THAT HE CUSTOI4ARILY WEARS SPREAD ACROSS HIS
W]DE I4OUTH, H]S SHOULDERS ARE BROAD, AND HE HAS A BUILD LIKE A P]T_BULL. ATOP H]S
D]RTY, DARK HAIR HE WEARS A BLACK LEATHER PEAKED CAP. WE DON'T SEE NETLEY ACA]N FOR

A COUPLE [4ORE EP]SODES, BUT I IVANT TO F]X HIS FACE ]N READERS' [4]NDS SINCE HE PLAYS

QUITE A LARGE PART LATER. BEAR IN IYIND WHEN G]VINC H][4 A FACE THAT TH]S ]S THE IVIAN

WHO WROTE THE ,FROM HELL, LETTER: HE,S A coCKY AND EGoTIST]CAL L]TTLE SoD WHo,S
RUTHLESSLY A[4B]T]OUS AND WANTS TO GET TO THE TOP BY THE SHORTEST ROUTE POSS]BLE.

EDDY:

S]CKERT:

S]CKERT:

NETLEY:

S]CKERT:

S]CKERT:

?t,i
J
I\L'

=I
.

30

I

Ah, insobriety's no proof against trouble, Mr.Sickert. I got
a cousin o'mine'in FEARFUL trouble, an,she were as tiddly as
I were !

Ha ha ha.

Carry on, Netl ey.

;

PANEL 7.

WE ARE NOW STANDING ]N THE ROAD ON THE OTHER S]DE OF THE COACH FRO[4 THE PAVEI4ENT S]DE
THAT S]CKERT ]UST ENTERED BY. NETLEY ]S NOW V]SIBLE S]TTING TO THE TOP RIGHT CORNER

ATOP HIS BOX... OR RATHER, HIS LOWER HALF IS V]SIBLE. PERHAPS WE CAN SEE THE WHIP ]N
Hrs HAND AS HE GATHERS UP THE RETNS. LOoKTNC THROUCH THE CARRTAGE WTNDOW V,/E CAN SEE

PRINCE EDDY LEANINC FORWARDS EARNESTLY TO TALK TO S]CKERT, WHO SITS OPPOSITE H][4.
S]CKERT LAUGHS AND SHAKES HIS HEAD ]N D]SBEL]EF AT HIS YOUNG CHARCE'S ]NFATUAT]ON.
BEH]ND THE COACH WE SEE THE FAEADE OF THE HOUSES DOWN TOWARDS THE CORNER OF CLEVELAND
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